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Glossary and Abbreviations 

 

AA ς Authorized Applicants 

AB ς Allocation Body 

AG ς Advisory Group 

CID ς Corridor Information Document 

CIS ς Charging Information System 

C-OSS ς Corridor One-Stop-Shop 

ExBo ς Executive Board 

IM ς Infrastructure Manager 

IP ς Implementation Plan 

MB ς Management Board 

PaP ς Pre-arranged Path 

PCS ςPath Coordination System 

PMO ς Project Management Office 

RAG ς Railway undertaking Advisory Group  

RFC ς Rail Freight Corridor  

RFC NSB - Rail Freight Corridor North Sea - Baltic 

SWaP ς Subgroup Works and Possessions 

TAG ς Terminal Advisory Group  

WG - Working Group 

WG Infra ς WG Infrastructure 

WG PM&O ς WG Performance Management & Operations 

WG TMS ς WG Transport Market Study 

WG TT/C-OSS ς WG Timetable/Corridor OSS  

SCID ς Subgroup Corridor Information Document 

SLI ς Subgroup Legal Issues 

SWaP ς Subgroup Works and Possessions 

TIS ς Train Information System 
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1. Introduction 
 

Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 

September 2010 concerning a European rail network for competitive freight1, further 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ό9¦ύ bƻ фмоκнлмлΩ ƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƭŀys down rules for the 

establishment and organization of international rail freight corridors (RFCs) with a view to 

the development of a European rail network for competitive freight.  

In accordance with Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 RFC North Sea ς Baltic goes through 5 EU 

Member States, starting in North Sea ports in Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany, 

spreading through central Germany and Poland and ending in Lithuania. It passes through 

major European transport nodes such as Antwerp in Belgium, Rotterdam in the Netherlands, 

.ǊŜƳŜǊƘŀǾŜƴΣ !ŀŎƘŜƴΣ IŀƳƳΣ IŀƴƴƻǾŜǊΣ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ tƻȊƴŀƵ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊǎŀǿ ƛƴ tƻƭŀƴŘ 

and Kaunas in Lithuania.  

 

After adoption of Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 and on the basis of the results of the 

Transport Market Study, the Management Board proposed an extension of the Corridor 

already by November 2015 to the ports foreseen for 2018 Amsterdam, Hamburg and 

Wilhelmshaven, to Katowice via Horka and to Prague via Bad Schandau. 

The principal goals specified by the Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 focus on: 

Á establishing a single place for designated capacity allocation on the Corridor;  

Á closer cooperation and harmonization between infrastructure managers and 

member states both for the operational management of the infrastructures and for 

investments, in particular by putting in place a governance structure for each 

Corridor;  

Á increased coordination between the network and terminals (maritime and inland 

ports and marshalling yards);  

Á the reliability of the infrastructure capacities allocated to international freight on 

these Corridors. 

 

According to Art. 18 of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 the Management Board is obliged to 

elaborate the Corridor Information Document (CID).  

 

                                                           
1
 Published in the Official Journal of the European Union on the 20

th
 of October 2010 L 276/ page 22. 
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2. Structure of the CID 

 

The aim of elaborating the CID is to present information on the rail infrastructure of the 

entire Corridor, in particular as regards commercial and legal access conditions in order to 

facilitate the AǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΩ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ in international rail freight transport. 

 

This document should contain: 

Á all the information in relation with the Corridor contained in  the national network 

statements; 

Á information on Terminals; 

Á information on capacity allocation (OSS operation); 

Á traffic management, also in the event of disturbance; 

Á the implementation plan that contains: 

- the characteristics of the Corridor; 

- the  essential  elements  of  the  TMS  that  should  be carried  out  on  a 

regular basis; 

- the objectives for the Corridor; 

- the indicative investment plan described in Regulation (EU) No 913/2010; 

- measures  to  implement  the  provisions  for  coordination  of  work,  capacity  

allocation (OSS), traffic management etc. 

 

The Management Board decided to deliver CID in the common structure as proposed in the 

RNE guidelines: the RNE Corridor Information Document Common Structure. The advantage 

of following the RNE common structure is to elaborate the document in a structure similar 

to the one of the other corridors. In such case the Applicants will get access to similar 

documents along different corridors and in principle, as in the case of the national Network 

Statements, to find the same information at the same place in each one.  
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The CID consists of five Books:  

 

Book I: Generalities  

In this Book an introductionary information is presented, inter alia brief description of 

content of all Books, general description of the Corridor and contact details. 

Book II: Network Statement Excerpts  

In this Book links to relevant parts of Networks Statements of the Corridor IMs are provided. 

These documents have harmonized structure. 

Book III: Terminal Description  

In this Book information on the characteristics and access conditions of the terminals and 

marshalling yards along the Corridor. Terminals and marshalling yards were invited to fill in 

and publish on their websites templates harmonized with templates of RFC 1 and 2.  

Book IV: Procedures for Capacity and Traffic Management  

In this Book descriptions of the procedures for capacity allocation by the C-OSS, traffic 

management and coordination of works are provided. All definitions concerning applicants, 

the usage of the C-OSS and its products (reserve Capacity  and Pre-arranged Paths) and how 

to order them are explained. Major changes in the legal base of this document (e.g. changes 

in EU regulations, Framework of capacity allocation or national regulations) will be 

implemented within yearly revisions of this document. All changes within the actual 

allocation process will be communicated separately to the known Applicants directly. 

Book V: Implementation Plan  

In this Book following requirements of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 shall contain: 

- Description of the characteristics of the Corridor; 

- Essential elements of the TMS; 

- Objectives of the Corridor; 

- Indicative investment plan; 

- Measures to implement art. 12-19 of the Regulation. 

 

The Implementation Plan was consulted with stakeholders and approved by the Executive 

Board.  
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3. Corridor Description 

 

RFC North Sea ς Baltic goes through 6 EU Member States, starting in North Sea ports in 

Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany, spreading through central Germany, the Czech 

Republic and Poland and ending in Lithuania. It passes through major European transport 

nodes such as Antwerp in Belgium, Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the Netherlands, 

Hamburg, Wilhelmshaven, Bremerhaven, Aachen, Hamm, Hannover, Berlin, Falkenberg in 

Germany, Prague in the Czech Republic, Legnica, Katowice, tƻȊƴŀƵ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǊǎŀǿ ƛƴ tƻƭŀƴŘ 

and Kaunas in Lithuania.  
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The railway lines of RFC North Sea - Baltic were divided into: 

 

Á Principal line (on which Pre-arranged Paths (PaPs) will be offered); 

Á Diversionary line (on which PaPs may temporarily be considered in case of 

disturbances, e.g. long lasting major construction works on the principal lines); 

Á Connecting line A, i.e. lines connecting principal lines to a terminal (on which PaPs 

may be offered but without obligation to do so); 

Á Connecting line B, i.e. line, siding or track system of private or local infrastructure (on 

which a priori no PaPs will be offered); 

Á Expected line, i.e. any of above-mentioned which either are planned in future or 

under construction but not yet completely in service. Expected line can also be an 

existing line which shall be part of the RFC in the future.  

 

 

 

More detail description is provided in Book 5 ς Implementation Plan.  

 

 

 
















