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1.Introductio

RailFreightCorridorNorth Sea; Baltic(RFC N8)went operational on the 10th of November
2015 according to Regulation (EU) 913/2@f@he European Parliament and of the Council

of 22 September 2010 concerning a European rail network for competitive fréigtite start

of the Corridorthe extensions to the Czech Republic and Southern Poland (Katowice) were
also included The initialRFC North SeaBalticran through six EU Member States: starting

in the North Sea ports of Antwerp, Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Wilhelmshaven, Bremerhaven
and Hamburg spreading in central Germany through Aachidannover/Berling Warsawg
Terespol (Pah-Belarus border) / Kawas / Falkenberg; t NJ 3 dzS aw ¢ Rate®d®.0
Regulation (EU) 1316/2013 establishing the Connecting Europe Facility amended the annex
of Regulation (EU) 913/2010 and foresaw an extensidhe@RFQNSBto Riga and Tallinn at

the latest by 10" of November 2020The extension to Latvia and Estonidll become
operationalon the 12th of October 2028t the time of the publication of th€orridorreserve
capacity for timetable 2021.

The initial Implementation Plan of RFC North &&altic wasapproved by Decision of the
Executive Board othe 13" of October 2015 angublishedon the 1@h of November 2015
According to Art. 9(2pf the Regulation (EU) 913/2010, thlanagement Board shall
periodically review the Implementation Plafaking this into accountand given the
extensiors of the Corridor, an update was elaborateaccording to the common structure
approved by RailNetEurop&he focus is an

- Inclusion ofLatva (LV)and EstonidEE)

- Changesto the routing decided since the firstimplementation Plan ard na yet
formally integrated ancdditional changedue to new develoments

- Update of the Transport Market Study

- Update on objectives and performance

- Updateof the InvestmentPlan,

- Update ofthe ERTM®eployment Plan

The update was elaborated by the Management Board, consultedthétstakeholders and
approved by the Executive Board of RFCBN& the 15th of September 2020. It will be
published orthe 12th of October 2020.

1 COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION (EU) 2017/178 of 31 January 2017 amending Implementing Decision (EU)
2015/1111 on the compliance of the joint proposal of the Member States concerned to extend the North Sea-Baltic rail freight
corridor with Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning a European rail

network for competitive freight.
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2. CorridorDescription

RFQONSB now runsthrough 8 Member Statef the European Unianstarting inthe North

Sea ports of Antwerp, Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Wilhelmshaven, Bremerhaven and Hamburg
spreading ito central Germany through AachepnHannoverMagdeburgBerlinto Warsaw

and the PoliskBelarus border inferespal A branch leadérom Magdeburgto Prague via
Falkenbergd YR 5NBARSYy® Ly ClIf{SyYyoSNR adl Adead GKS {
Katowice! Y2 i KSNJ o0 NI} yOK f SI@Sa FNBY t21ylFZ (2 YI c

Thedesignatedailway lines of RFRESB are divided into:

1) Principal lines (on which Prearranged Paths (PaPs) will be offered);

2) Diversionary line (on which PaPs may temporarily bensaered in case of
disturbances, e.g. lonlgsting major construction works on the principal lines);

3) Camnecting lines: lines connectinghe Corridorlines to a terminal (on which PaPs
may be offered but without obligation to do so);

4) Expectedlines, i.e.any of abovementioned which either are planned in future or
under construction but not yet completely in service. Expected line can also be an
existing line which shall be part of the RFC in the future.

In the followingpart a descriptiorof the Corridomwith the changes in its routing ggven since
the start of theCorridorin November 2015

Extension to Latvia and Estonia:

According to the amended Regulati@BU)913/2010the Corridorhas to beextended from
Kaunas to Riga and Tallioyp November 2020 at the latesSince the Rail Baltica line (1425mm
gauge) is not yet operational, th@orridor extension linesare part of the 1520mm gauge
network and include(see kgure2.1):
0 A principaline from Kaunas to Rigad Tallinn
0 A diversiomry line from Kaunas vMilnius, Daugavpils, KrustpitsRiga
U Qonnecting linsfrom
o Vilnius to Kena
o Jelgava to Ventspils adelgavatd A S LIn 2 |
o Tallinn to Port of Paldiski and from Tapa to Narva.
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The future Rail Baltica line (1425mm gauge)lisy & SE LIS Ol SR andJxdl itsOA LI €
realisation the specificities dhe different track gauge system shall be considered in the
establishment and operation of th@rridor.

In the 1520mmnetwork, transport is organised according tioee Agreement on International
Railway FreighCommunications(SMGS). The rewriting of transport @onentation from
SMGS toConvention concerning International Carriage by RadTI); or vice versajs
manual. This process is very labaéntensive and timeconsuming.Noise charges or other
noise prevention measures are derogated on the 1520metwork, dueto the common
1520mm wagon park usage.

Latvia and Estonia undertake the capacity allocation process in cooperation with
infrastructuremanagers of third countries on the 1520mm network and it has a significant
impact on the schedule for capacity allocation in general

Port of Paldisk} Nanva

Krustpils
Ventspilgl

I~ » [As WU er\;ieitene
Tallinn L] ‘ Border LTLV
ol ]

Border | VEE N N Radviliskis

(") Daugavpils

Vilnius  Kena

nRI Legend

i A mmm— principal
—

Mockava mm—— diversionary

TrakiszkiBarder PV T connecting

mmm  expected principa{l435mm)

Figure2-1: Extensionof RFC North SeaBalticin Lithuania, Latvia and Estonkay 12"
October 2020
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Changes to the routing decided since the filshplementation Plan and nd yet formally
integrated and additional changes due to new developements

On 14" September 2016 the ExBo decidsgverakchangeson the routingand line statugor
TT 2018egarding the following routes:

- Amsterdam/Antwerpc Bad Bentheing[ | Ky ST

- Amsterdam- Meteren;

- Magdeburgg Berlinvia Brandenburg

The decision was published but thaplementationPlan was not formally adapted.

Other changes due to infrastructure developments or new developsiarg alsoformally
integrated in this version of thenplementationPlan:

- The line from Knappenrode to Horka was upgraded (electrified and second, track)
re-opened in December 2018nd PaPs were offered on thisute from TT2Q9.
¢CKSNBF2NB> (G(KS adlddza 2F (GKS ftAyS
GLINARYOALI f fAYSED

- ¢KS aSOiAz2y 0SG6SSy {¢FNItRT IyR _2¢A0I

December2019 and PaPs were offered on this route from TT20herefore, the

U -4

status of the line changed frol S E LIS O SR ONPLING A/LOHAELIL £ A Vf Sigy S

- The onnecting line from Praha | f S©®2a O6NJ KI ¢ A O|CdrétorA &
line and was removed.

Thelines that are part of RFC North SgRaltic are shown on the map beldwigure 22) and
listed in Annex 1These lines will also be shown in GfRyure2.1.1 (Chpter 2.1) showsthe
current lines and theistatusin a schematic way.

2

Decision of the Executive Board of the RFC North Sea Bpfitoving modifications in _the Implemen
tation_Plan _for TT 2018.pdf

8
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Figure2-2: Map of RFC North SeaBalticin 2020(statusasof the 15t of September 2020)

MAP OF RAIL FREIGHT CORRIDOR NORTH SEA - BALTIC
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Futher extensionsire foreseen or being plannddr the future. A description can be found
below.

Proposedextensions

Since themplementation ofthe Corridorin November 2015RFC N8 formally received a
number of requests for new extensionghich are not foreseenby the Regulation(EU)
913/2010.These extensions neetb follow the procedure described in the Regulation. The
Member Statesieed tosendjointly a letter of Intent to theEuropeanCommission including

a proposal of the new routing drawn up after consultation of bhieastructureManagers and
applicants concerned. After examining theoposal,the European Commission will approve
(or not) the extension bgn Implementing Decision.

The proposed extensions concern the followsagtions
- The section from Katowid® Medyka(Polish Ukrairian border)
- Thelinesto the ports of Ghent and Terneuzen (part of North Sea Port)
- The inclusion of the port of Zeebrugge.
- The sections from Riga via Krustpils to Daugavpils and Rezekne as principal line

The Management Board analysed the proposextensions based on the extension
methodology developed by all RFCs and consudigalicants. The Executive Board sent a
Letter of Intent for the extension to Medyka and the Belgian and Dutch ports to the European
Commission onhe 6" of December 201@nd a letter to Rezeknewill be sen. If a positive
answerisreceived from the European Commission, these lines will be forimallyded irio

the routing ofRFC North SeaBaltic.

These linesare includedn Figure2-3 & & LINE LJ2 &33¢R aa8d&Xi yStyfficiallgpdart

of the Corridor.

Operational extensions

In November 2018RFC Orient/East Med was extended from Prague/Kolin towardbte
Germanports of Bremerhaven, Wilhelmshaven, Hamburg and Rosdsdkreseen by the
Regulation This led to overlapping sections with RFC North¢3altic, except for Rostock
and Kolin

In view of the offer and allocation of capacity on these lines, REBdecidedtogether with
the RFC Orient/Ead¥led on an operational extensioof RFC North Sedaltic

- between Dresden anRostoclkas well as

- between[ @ &t VY landKalind SY

10
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These operational extensions linegl not beincluded ino the RFC Nrth Seag Balticrouting,

but the Corridor OneStop-Shop (GOSSpf RFC N8 is responsible for allocation/capacity
managementon these sectionsThese sections can be seen in Figwe 2 & & 2 LISNJ G A
SEGSyaArzyaés odzi | NBridgi2z 0 2FFAOALEf& LI NL 2F

Both proposed and operational extenas are shown for information purposes onlg the
following chapters of the Implementation Plan only the current lines will be shown
“Iron Rhine"

Iron Rhine is mentioned as expected principal line in RFB. N&the case (political) decision
making on the Iron Rhine is executed, and the Iron Rhine would be reactivated, teen th
status will be principal line.

11




Figure2-3: Possible futurdinesof RFC North SeBaltic
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2.1Key Parameters oforridorLines

Figure 21-1 shows thelines that are part of RFC NB3n 2020(status as of % of September
2020)with their status (principal, diversionary, connecting, expected principal).

RFC N8 now has8964,30 km of linesin total, of which 4480,32 km principal lines,
2 524,95km of diversionary lines] 008,24 km of connecting lines a®&0,74km expected
principaland expected diversionatines.
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Figure2-1-1: Type of lines
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2.1.1Infrastructure parameters

Figures 21-2 until 21-8 showseveralnfrastructure parametes of the linesbelonging to RFC
NSBin 2020(status as of % of September 2020)

Type of networkFigure 21-2)
Number of trackgFigure 21-3)

Type of power sourcérigure 21-4)
Max train length(Figure 21-5)

Axle loadFigure 21-6)

Max line speedFigure 21-7)
Profileand loading gaugérigure 21-8).

=4 =4 =4 48 -5 -8 -9

Latvia and Estonia undertake the capacity allocation process in cooperation with
infrastructure managers of third countries on the 1520mm network and it has a significant
impact on the schedule for capacity allocation in general
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Figure2-1-2: Type of networkaccording tothe Regulation (EU)1315/2013
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Figure 21-3: Number of tracks
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The majority of the corridor lines are double track linescept in ithuania, Latviaand Etonia The future Rail Baltica line will be doutttack.




Figure 21-4: Type of power source
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Almost each country has a diffent voltage and frequency valué significant percentage of the route Lithuania,

electrified.

Latvia and Estong&not
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Figure 21-5: Maximum train length
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The maximum train length on the

corridor lines varies frbd0m to 240 m.At the moment ofwriting the Implementation Plarjpurneys for

740 m trains on the entire corridavithout restrictionsare not possibleexceptfor Latviaand Etonia
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Figure 21-6: Axle load
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In the major part of theSorridor the allowed axle load is 22.5 t and meter laa® t, whereas the possibilities in
the other hand in Latvia the axle load is 25 t and in Estonia even 32 t.

Poland are more restricied.
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